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still remember the first time I saw a
blacksmith forge two pieces of steel
into one. The sparks, the noise, and
the heat all became a symphony of creation.
Somewhere in the midst of all the heat, dust,
and noise, I found an outlet for my craftsmanship and imagination.
I have since assembled a unique collection of new, vintage, and custom made
tools to aid me in my work. This allows me
to work in the time tested old style methods, all the while incorporating the freedom
of creativity allowed by modern techniques.
I consider myself a modern blacksmith, celebrating the old and embracing the new.
In today’s world of mass produced,
machine made products there is a craving
for custom designed and hand crafted works
which embraces quality and craftsmanship.
My handmade objects appeal to those looking for something truly unique.
In nature we can see fantastic designs,
the perfect blending of beauty and function.
Our world is full of great natural art. We
just need to take time to see it.
As an artist I take pride in making
pieces which do not attempt to replicate
nature but rather reflect its essence. The
fluid forms of nature are my inspiration. I
work to reflect them in each piece I create.
Knowing I am creating one of a kind
pieces, which blends beauty and function, is
what makes the work worthwhile.
I hope you share in that feeling when
you see my work.

plants create the main structure of each
piece. Several pieces have wooden tops made
from river bottom cypress wood that is over
350 years old.
All of the pieces are made of mild steel.
The leaves and flowers were hand cut, cold
and hot forged from 20, 16, and 14 gage
steel. The trunk of the laurel bush in the
Mountain Laurel table is made of tubing
which was then forged into solid bar as it
goes up the bush. The vines, branches, and
all parts of the Garden Bench are made of
solid, round stock.
The golden leaves are mild steel colored
by scrubbing them while hot with a brass
brush to transfer the brass onto the steel.
The green leaves and purple iris colors
come from metal dyes by Sculpt Nouveau.

Garden Bench (flower detail)

The finish is protected with Sculpt
Nouveau’s Clear Guard protectant.
Dimensions of the Garden Bench:
60" x 28" x 58" tall; the Mountain.
Laurel table on the back cover measures
36" x 12" x 12". f

Technical Specifications
I recently presented these furniture
pieces in a one-man show at the arts council in Jacksonville, NC. They are designed
to reflect the beauty of native wildflowers from North Carolina. In each case, the
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Mountain Laurel Table
36" x 12" x 12"
Leaves & flowers were hand cut,
hot & cold forged from 20, 16, & 14 gage mild steel;
Color is Sculpt Nouveau metal dyes,
finished with Sculpt Nouveau Clear Guard protectant.
Steve Zawistowski
stephenzmetaldesigns.com
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